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.It is easy to forget the continuous ^ slow, of^en 
difficult path that the May 17/ 1954 Broyn decision of the 'Supreme 
Court has'taken and 'the many small — and often forgotten — probleias , 
tha\ har^ been faced in the past'22 years Delaware had some warning 
in 19 52 th^t desegregation might occur and what it might involve. 
Most school districts received requests in 1954 that they immediately 
"desegregate their schools. Prior to the court orders,. vail of Delaware 
maintained^ sej>arate schools fcjr white and blacks. Those people who • 
expected something to happen in the fall ,of 1954 were wrong. The 
schools of Delaware proceeded almCst'as if the ,1954 decision had not 
occurred, September J 9,56" most schools iu Delaware ha-d still not\ 
begun any serious desegregation. However, most had submitted 
tentative plans and were developing programs in tHeir own communities 
^for iiglenieiitatiob'. Finally, on Octob9r\?1s^ 1958 the Supreme Court 
' announced its refusal to grant a review o»l(tJ^ desegregation casesi^^ 
The State Board received^ the Order on llovembeb<19, 1S58. Beginning 
with first gradS,, and movingj^^on all- other grades^^^ -following year, 
a voluntary registration was enacted. A considerable' number* of blatck 
parents accepted the' opportjanity to enroll theit children in the ' * 
previously all-white schools. *(Author/JM) * 
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OUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR OR0AN»2ATION ORltflN- 

^jI'^jI'^ po'nts op view or opinions 

Desegregation In Delaware Prior to Evans v>, Buchanan sENToPn?.A,°LA^'oNAMN^^^^ 

, * * . . ^O^CATrON POSITION OR POLICY ^ 

' , George V, klr]^ ^ 

On May 20, 1954 the Governor of the State -of Delaware sent a 

tetter to the State Board of Education in jfhlch he^^i^Pote: '"The 

rec en*, decision of the United Stat es^upr erne- OouD't on public ' ' 

■ •' '^7 

education requires our attention now, and for some time to come".- j j' 

' 'i'' 

It Is doubtful that the Governor realized 4;hfii* the line "some 

, - . . 

time to come" woul'd extend as far Into the future -as It has. How--^^' 

ever, It Is easy to forget the continuous, sloyrA often-difficult 



path that the May 17, .195* Bro>fn decision of the Supreme Court* has 
taken 'and the many small — and often forgotten — problems that have S 
been faced In the pa^t twenty- two years. , _ • . 

Delaware had someC warning that desegregation might oocur.and 



what It might Involve.- On April 1, 1952 Oqlllns J. Seltz \fa,d ruled 
that the facilities offered to black? were not equal to those • 
offered .to whites In Olaymont arid Hockessln. These schools were 
, then desegregated b,y Delaware court order prior to the -V954 Supreme 
Court'' decision. However, by September of 1^3 the State Board had 
a request from the Board of Ii;ustees of, the Hockessln School that 
"equal facilities .are available and "transportation provided"- and 
that therefore "no more colored children are to be admitted to the 
Hockessln White School" and further ^hat "....since equal educational 
facilities. have been provided...." could .the "State. Board direct the 
pupils presently attending the Hockessln White School #29 to trans- 
fer to the ibsalom Jones School.'* (page 42 ( Annual Reptirt , State 
Board of Education, June 30, 195*) 



During the same period, Dr. George R. Miller, *theti 3^ate 
ouper^rit'endent • of Public Instruction in Dover' reported that he-Eiad 
"calle.d together a group of administrators of schools" (prior to 

" April 15, 195^) "who would be directly.,. . .affected in the everit ' , , 
^ of ^tae action of tine Supreme[' Court against segregation, " l^ils 
group Buggestxed tjaa^t children should attend the School nearest 
*tnelr homfe and that it migat be necessary to Incorporate all 'school 
districts within, a taxing area, ''and that there might be^no s\i6h 
talng as colored districts anylonger,"' (ibid< p#43) It wa.s also 
the consensus- that^ it would be necessary to tackle the job o^f 
pbicing 'the- Negro teachers '^because^in desegregation. , these tliachecS 
would have, to 'be cared for." (ibid, ^".43) 

^ Before these items could be pursued, the unanimous May Decision 
gf the Supreoie Court came down* In J\me the StatJ Bpard was pre par- 
^hg changes for the General Assembly, of 1955 including ^he ^ 
"eUmination of ilegro dlst.ricts", (page 44-4^, ibid,.) and' similar^ 
items.- ■ • " . ' 

"The newspapers of Del^aware naturaigfcy gave the Supreme Oourt 
Decision full play. "Segregation is Banned" read th^e first p^ge of 
the J Qurnal- Every" Evening , the headline going comjpieteXy' across the 
final edition of Monday, May 17. . Tlae weather was Reported as partly 
cloudy and a little cooler, but this did not reflect what was • > 
happening In many Delaware communities. The State Board in its 
resolution of June 1-1 hopefully declared^, "The State Board ot 
.Education h&s the confidence- that the people of the State of 
Delaware will, meet the challenge of the times courageously, , 
Intelligently and understandlngiy. " Perhaps the St^'tT'soay with 



J/Ohrum Small, President, Jame>s. M* Turmell, Senior Vice President, 
and Francis Gebhart, George j3oulson, Mrs. Edgar Bucuanan, Cla^ytoa ' 
A.' Bunting, believed this. But foroes were at work in r,oataern 
Delaware that, would make the implementation difficult and. slow. ^ 

I was in.Sea'ford in September 1954 and saw some of tae 
reactions and emotions fi^rst hand. It is difficult today; more 
than twenty years later, to be certain that one's memory does not / ^ 
play -pricks, 'especially ojj a tropic of this type.. Nevertheless it 
*may be of some worth to try to - restructure some of the activities 
that occurred. One must try to remember thg.t,,tfie times were 
different.' . ' .... - 

Most school districts received requests that they immediately 
desegregate their schools. The State Board of Education seemed to 
waver in its direction. Most^^^hool systems acted- by ''inaction''. 
Some however made at least* token attempts to begin to move in the 
direction that^^the court had ordered. One of these was Wilmington* 
Another was Mllford and it appears that their plan was never ' - 
approv^ed by. the State Board. Groups of parents massed on the 
Milford school lawns and protested any '-desegregation action. 

Three of their four school aboard members resigned crea,ting an 
unprecidentsd situation. Eventually their High School Principal 

nd ouperlntendent (Ramon 0. Cobbs) resigned. Bryant Bowles, 
*a^iveti on f.ie scene and began a series of ahti-desegreg4tion 
rallies. - ^ ^ ^ , 

m in nearby Seaford, ^ere no desegregation action was 
taicing pl^e, a rumor began -that black children were being enrolled 

in the 0 en tra,l^ Elementary School. Parents by the dozens drbvejup, 

\ 

enter-ed the bui'lding and took their children ou*b of classes. 



/Prlox the court orders, all o.f Delaware malntalned^eparate 
schools- for whites and blacks. Z'ae exact arrangement was complex. 
In the "state schools'* there were separate school districts taat 
overlajppe4; some were white, some black. These appear In the Sstate 
Directories as "Mlllsboro #204-0" and "Selbyvllle ^2{o 0", etc.. 
In the 15, "special" school districts and .the oity of Wilmington, 
single districts with single^ taxing base operated separate both ^ 

% 

black and white schools* For example, in Sea ford there were ele- 
mentary and secbnd^ry schools for whites. Then'the« was the 
Frederick 0# Douglass school^ for blacks that* went through grade 8* 
In^ grade 9 the black students went to the,- all-black county high 

i 

sohool at Georgetown, jThis- pattern also exigted In Smyrna were 
blacks weint to school it the Thomas ]>. Olayton School east of Route 
13 Until they were eligiljle to go %o tha all-black high schools in 
ye'lther WjQnington or Middleiown. In Newark most black students want 

to the New -London Avenue Schpdl, which was pa'rt of the Newark 

' , > 

Special School District, but the State Board also operated the Iron 
Hili one-room school for blacks within the Newark School District* 

Delawa:pe also >ad segregated facilities. For exsgaiple, in 
Seaford' blacks sat in the balconies only of the movie houses. ' Some 
restaurants in Dover would not serve blacks, and cue incident 
involving a foreign black visitor made headlines as late^as t957* 

^ . .In some ways al^ten^pts were made to .treat all students "eq\ially# 
There was a qih^le salary schedule for all teachers, male and 

•f^mal-e, black and white* The. state unit system provided equal fund 
for books 'and supplies for all. pupils* If funds were unequally 
allbdated, ^the fault was— at' least in part-- that for the local 



School .officials-^ ^ ' .\ \ ■ .1 

'Those people Vno expected- someihinG to nappen ifi the fall 'of 
1954 were wrong. Ihe'sciiools of Delaware proceeded almost as If 
the 1954 decision had not occurred." * 

In fact It should be rem gmbered "that In August 19, 1^4; 
reacting to the Supreme Oorurt Decision, the Sta<te Board stated , 
'(■page 35,- -A. K. 1955). ' "No pupils, except those with proper trans- 
fer pennits shall be accepted by &ny school from otlisr schools, 
iinless and until plans ftom that school; for desegregation have , 
beea approved by the State Bo?ird 'of Education" and '*In September 
1954 all buses will run as usual and all teVcher? will appear at. 
their regular posts. ..." and further "all schools. present a 
tgnative plan for desejgregation/in^. their ar^a on 6t before 
October 1 , 1954". - . . ' . * ' - . . " 

* The June 30, 1^55* Aigmal Report of the' State Board of 
Education .(«Irs'. Edgar . W ; • Bucdanan had now become vice-president) 
' iiuotes with favor a statement from the Ohristian Soienoe Monitor , 
calling It "The soundest philosophy on. the approach to 1jhe problem 
of int'egratlon". ^page/l-l. Annual Report . ' Juna^O, 1955* ) It is 
quoted in full^here to' help.,i!B*^he see the philosophy that then 
existed,! 

'"Experience in connection with "school IntTegx^lon indi- 
cates that successful Integration of white and Negrp pupils 
In school systems where segregation has been .the custom and 
^ha law for generitlons will require careful planning and\ 
taotful execution. It calls for a gradual approach in the 

'best interests of both white and Negro pupils. 

"Since . It -Is' an adjustment Involving practically the 1^ 
whole community, V the community, it Is'obvlbus, should be 

. brought mtJ the planning and kept abreast of all develop- 

^^0 one should know better than educators that education 
is a slow, methodical process; that It Is something to bej 
acquired ov^r a period of time and zioi overnight." * ^ " 



l!he State Board tcien adopted "in keeping with this / 
puUbsophy" .(page 12) a three 'point, "clear-cut'^ plan for. 
"voluntary desegregation of the public schoois'V^In this, • ".only 
InoSe^dUtrlcts which were fully prepaTed for, the ch&nge were td 
be given State ijoard approval toproceed. • . • , • 

Incidentally, la .1955 the rfllmlhgton .sc.iool system had' 14,197 

Students w.^ich meant 'tnat t^^enty per cent- of. 'the entire, enrol Itn eh t 

of pupils in tae State were In attendance in tae ifilmington School 

svstem that vear. Jhe State Joard. continued its attempt to reduce 

tn^p 'number of school districts in Delawai«e from over one hundred 

to fifteen, but noted/ that such legislation was npt given serious. 

t ^ 

co.nsideratlon and taat the "L®^s§.ation sponsored .. .'.to give - 
Delaware - f If te^ school distjricts Instead of the 105 that now 
exist," was soundly defeated, /and that "a new approach would have 
to be found." President 31senhower held tlfe ^fnite House Conference 
on Education and teaches were earning an average salary of 'HOOO. 

In March 1956 tae State Board in ^ let'ter to Mr. Louis L. 
Redding stated in part: ... ' 

X • "The State Board has recognized the" fact that"^ -communities 
differ from one another in tradition and attitudes and, t|iere- 
■ jfore, the desegregation process will require a longer period, 
^ of time"ln some parte of the State than in others. , 

"Qertain local school authorities have, either for lack of . 
facilltlea or for other reasons caused by unique local -. 
conditions, indlcaiJed that desegregation of sohooJLs.,was 
impracticM-at this time," (page 37, Annual Report, 
iune 30, 1956r 

Itt September 1956 most' schools in 'Delaware ha^stllTnot begun 
any serious desegregation. However, most had':^bmitted "tenative" 
plans and were developing. programs In their own communities for 
impiementation. The State Board had received a number of questions 



on what tyie word "colored'* lacluded and t|ie State Bepariment had . 
reviewed t^e status of;caildren born of IjiCorean, Hawallafi\ 
Japaaehsr^ and Pprto Rlcan mothers ©arrl^d 
ovetseas"* (page 36, Annual ^eport /-Jun^ 30, 1955) ' The status • 
of Delaware Moors was also ralse^'ln tJiijs connection; On- August 
26, 1954 the Boar(i ruled that "the wor«i^ 



'iN*eg;ro' persons^ • 



'colored',,,,refer^ to 



Me State- Board ciad also ruled that in the desegregation 



iie 'oi^der in the Smyrna 



-p^rooegs^^ateaiezBPUld be no ger.rymanderink, separation In Intra- 
mural actlvitlea', study halls or classrooms, or "racial seating 
* ' , • -I 

"arrangement" and up special examinations. i 
, ^ Finally on'tToEdber 16, 19^» Supreme Oourt 'announced its 
refusal to grant a review of the desegregation oases. The State ^ 
BoTird recetjvQd the Order from Judge oileb R. layton on November 
19, 19^8. (page 26, Annual Report . JJme 30, 1959) 

' . .^he ''specific Implementation of t : 
School District took the following foirm: The Board held a/series 

of public meetings, A^d the Superintendent and Board menders ex-_, 

plained the ruling and plaii to varices community groups. The plan, 
beggin with first grade (as per State Board Directive).* It was to 
proceed a grade's^ a time, but ^n actual fact it moved on all other 
'grades the following year. Registration was' voluntary, and signs 
Sfere. posted at first grade registration points making the 
opportunity clear. ' Teaohers were not moved. The NAAOP protest of 
"the voluntary plan r'e^oeived the following reaction from the State 
3oard on February 1 1 , 1959; ''The ' plan (NMOP's) forces children- - 
to .go to desegregated sch'bols. We believe that freedom of choice 

' ■ C 



oust be ma/n.talr.ed'as a fundamental right", (-page 2?,' Annual 
f^e port /June 30, '1959) , ' ' . ' . 

/A* considerable aumber of-blaclc parents accepted tne opportunity 

\g{ earoll 'their ohiMreu In trie previously all-wli4t-e schools, ^he 

- - * • 

^opening of school that SeptembejT stirred 'many emotiohal, react 1cm s; 

"^o^S^^^S^T^ State News sen tr reporters and phot9graphers >to cover 

the first Some blacks were placed In every clas^, In spite of 

some parent r^c^uests for "some non-intfigratad claBses". There were 

no Incidents. As in many Delaware Districts, Joint- faculty meetings 

J 

had been begun several years earlier. ^Such procedvires ^s having 
t:ie high school tiand pl?.y In all elementary schools , were -small, ,but 

'Important, steps.' (Note: The speolflc orders dated April' 24,1959 
and June 35, ^1959 resulted Ijr the final plan of June l8,' j959 by th^ 
State Board of Education. Each year thereafter' all' first grade y. 
students were to be admitted, "'but* Districts could move faster.-) 
We have not attempted here^ to go Into detail on the current 

, case, as we were specifically asked not to move Into this area. 
Nevertheless the entire Evans v. Buchanan oa^e and the act^loA of 
the State Board under the relatively brief tenure of State School ^ 
Superintendent Ri/Jhard P. Goush^a moved schools in Delaware Into 
fuller desegregation of st^udents arid staffs. 



9 
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POO^THOTB: ^ 

V It shoul,d be noted that .the ^JBrown BoardTof Bdupatlon' 

^ . . \ 

Virginia and Delaware • In all but Delaware the low^r courts had 

• • ' * 

refused to desegreggite on the basis of the separate but equal 

prior Supreme Court Beoisiohs. The muoh-quoted line from the^ 

Brown I decision ie "We concludre that in the field of public 

r : 

education the doctrine of 'separate but equal' has ub pis^oe^^^ 



Separate educational, facilities are inheren^xJi^^^^^^ 
(3*7^1I»S. at 495) XJiB^-&5^/f'^dSl appears to be*a 



straight- forward legal iptefpretation of the. equal pro;^4ction 
^clause of the United States Constitution: "No state shall 
deny to -any person within its jurisdiction the equal proteotion 
of the laws," (U.S. Constitution, Amend. XIV, par. t) . 

It should also be noted that the Brown II ^ioislon • 
tMay 31,, 1^55) asked looal* autjiorities to make a "promRt and 
raasonafDle start" and to mdve **with all delifrerate speed". 



J 



(349 U.S. at 300-301) 



/ 



